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WARESIDE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting and General Meeting held at 8.00pm 
on Thursday 17th March 2016 in the Village Hall, Wareside 

 
 Present: Lynda Baker (Clerk) (LB), Councillor S Beavis (SB), County Councillor R Beeching, Councillor P 

Goodman (PG), Councillor R Northcote (RN), Councillor M Ryan (MR) (Chairman), Councillor G Sheraidah 
(GS)  

  
 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

 
Councillor S Richards and District Councillor R Brunton. 
 
 

2. Approval of minutes of parish annual council meeting held on 28th May 2015 
 
Approved, signed by Councillor M Ryan. 
 
 

3. Council vacancies 
 
There is currently one Councillor vacancy, advertisement to be placed in Waresider for interested 
parishioners to apply. 
 
 

4. Chairman’s report 
 
Throughout the year, April 2015 to April 2016 the Parish Council has endeavored to support the needs of 
Wareside parishioners despite limitations both financial and available time. Councillors have been active in 
the following areas:  
 
 Representation to EHDC regarding the creation of a Wareside Neighbourhood and the first steps in 
creation of a Neighbourhood Plan. Ongoing support from parishioners and input from all members of the 
community will be needed to ensure the plan reflects needs of all. A Neighbourhood Plan steering group has 
been initiated.  

 Litter picking by Councillors on an ad-hoc basis, as well as getting involved with the Clean for the Queen 
event. Both these activities resulted in a large amount of rubbish and litter being removed from Wareside 
streets and hedgerows.  Whether this level of voluntary cleaning is sufficient to maintain the neighbourhood 
going forward remains to be seen. Let us hope it doesn’t become necessary to employ litter pickers.  

 War Memorial: Request from parishioner (Mr Dunn) to repair the war memorial surround led to 
quotations being sought. It is some years since the memorial has been cleaned and the paved base needs 
reinstating. Specialist companies contacted were primarily interested in repairing the structure and 
inscription on the memorial. Quotes and funding for repair to the base has been sought.  

 Support for the creation of a children’s playground. Several organisations have expressed an interest in 
providing financial support and assistance for this project. Chief among them has been Riversmead ( now 
Network Homes) . Thanks to Kirsty Stevens and  Susan Lankaster from Network Homes who have attended 
site meetings to discuss the project and provided support with communications. Several quotations for the 
work have been received along with artists impression of the finished playground. Local school children will 
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be asked to give their opinion and make suggestions for improvement.  The Parish Council is currently 
holding some funds collected at a village steering group meeting for this project. 

 Support to Wareside Allotment Association with advice and documentation to assist with the smooth 
running of the new organisation. 

 Dog fouling: Despite visits from dog the dog warden dog fouling around the village’s green areas and in 
particular the field to the rear of Abbotsfield Cottages remains a concern.  

 Phone Box:  The programme of selling off phone boxes by BT resulted in WPC purchasing the one at 
Babbs Green. PC are now responsible for its use and maintenance. It should be noted that despite the 
deterioration in the appearance of the box over the years it is only since PC took responsibility for it that it 
has become the target for wanton vandalism, with several of the glass panels having been deliberately 
broken. Funds will need to be found for repair.     

 Bus shelter request. Following initially negative responses from EHDC highways they now believe a 
shelter at the bus stop would be acceptable. A suitable design and supplier is being sought. Financial 
assistance in 2016 / 17 may be required for this project.  

 Councillor Goodman has worked with Nicholas Buxton setting up a non-religious charity to make better use 
of Trinity Church and its land for the good of the community. 

 The Parish Council minutes are now being put on wareside.org.uk website.   

 Highways: Potholes, the deterioration in road markings and signage are ongoing concerns which have all 
been raised with EHDC using their computerised system. Unfortunately, unless there is an immediate 
danger, response times for this type of maintenance is very slow.  There would be a decrease in the number 
of pot holes created if motorists gave way and reversed back to a passing place rather than driving up soft 
muddy banks and over the verges. 

 Speeding through the village. This is an ongoing issue. Due to the winding nature of the B1004 it is 
difficult to get accurate speed figures for vehicles. Parishioners are requested to set a good example and 
ensure they are adhering to limits, and driving carefully.    

 Village development and planning.   In addition to the new houses built by Riversmead in Kingham 
Road a number of Wareside residents have applied to EHDC for permission to make significant alterations to 
their property. Each of these requests is reviewed by WPC and commented on. In 2015, approximately 15 
separate applications were reviewed.  

 Financial assistance: Parish Council awarded the Parochial Church Council a discretionary grant for the 
upkeep of the cemetery. 

Going forward It is unlikely that financial constraints will be any easier in 2016/17.  Wareside Parish 
Council will continue to try and make best use of limited funding while at the same time looking for 
additional funding/sponsorship from external organisations, both public and private.  Parishioners can help 
keep costs down by becoming involved in parish activities. Whether this is providing assistance with the 
Playground Group, becoming part of the Neighbourhood Plan steering committee or getting involved with 
litter picking the more parishioners get involved, the quicker results are seen.   By helping to reduce 
vandalism and littering, clearing up after pets, and keeping speed through the village down, the costs can be 
kept down and the parish precept kept low.  Finally, I would like to say “Thank You” to all Councillors who 
give their time freely to help in community projects, liaising with local government and private organisations 
for the benefit of the parish.   Without you there would be no Wareside Parish Council and parishioners 
would have no voice.  
 
 

5. Police Report 
 
None received. 
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6. County Councillor’s report 
 
My position at county council 
 
I am Vice-Chairman so in this office I have to attend many functions such as civic services, civic dinners, 
openings, award ceremonies, citizenship awards at Hatfield lectures Hertfordshire University and so on. 
 
Committees that I am on or panels including the following: 
 
Adult care and health scrutiny committee and Standards committee and the monitoring recommendations 
topic group.  I also chair some of these panels. 
 
Scrutinies I have been involved in and chaired are the following: 
 
Public health integration group, child sexual exploitation topic group autistic spectrum topic group HSCB 
HSAB thriving family’s topic group I chaired IPP budget topic group an investigation into the budget of public 
health localism and libraries.  Also care pathways in to diabetes and stroke. 
 
Locality budget I have again spent my 10,000 pounds benefiting all types of community projects.  There 
were approximately 15 of these this year 
 
Highways locality budget here I have 90,000 pounds to spend on various highway related projects.  And 
there were 20 of these including TRO’s resurfacing highways and footpaths dropped kerbs safety features 
consultations these can be very expensive but they are democratically   necessary and street scene 
improvements. 
 
Meetings there have been numerous all full county council meetings all committees I belonged to these are 
approximately one a month sometimes full day meetings. Then the evening go to as many the town council 
and parish council meetings that I can fit in.  I rarely have an evening in during the week then, of course 
there are the outside bodies on which I represent the county council and have to attend their meetings as 
well.  This leaves about a day and ½ a week at home to prepare for meetings reading papers and 
organising questions for other participants and witnesses.  Sometimes it is difficult to decide what is 
important to read and what is not.   
 
County council finances 
This year government grant cut by 80,000,000 pounds this is 33%. Local government finance settlement has 
offered 7.8 million extra 
 
To Bridge this gap there will be a 1.99 per cent increase in council tax, means band D property will pay 22 
pound 71 p extra in a year 
 
This will help to pay for schools, roads, fire and rescue services and so on. 
 
To meet the growing cost for care for elderly and vulnerable adults our biggest spend at £311, million we 
are taking up the government suggestion to raise an extra two per cent on council tax to directly fund social 
care for adults 
 
Even after all this we still have to save £124,000,000 over the next four years.  This is on top of the 
£211,000,000 we have already saved since 2010 by being more efficient innovative, working more closely 
than ever with our partners. 
 
LIASON 
 
And this takes place between town councillors and parish councillors by email or when I go to meetings.  
I try and give advice and cross fertilisation of ideas when this is required.  I also will talk with district 
Councillors especially those whose areas overlap with my division. and with the seven East Herts County 
Councillors and we all work together for the good of the district.  Particularly on the infrastructure housing 
roads and transport. 
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And problems 
These are continuous and ongoing.  Unfortunately, we do not always get the result that some residents 
might like to have, especially as rapidly as some would want either. 
I fully understand that any problem you’re having is foremost in the resident’s mind and the most pressing 
for them.  As I have about 8 to 10 on the go at any one time I have to prioritise.  Bureaucracy is not always 
the quickest in responding or in action, again unfortunately. 
The problems I’ve had to deal with in no particular order have been in regard to housing, social services, 
school admissions, roads conditions, Poor and illegal parking, speeding, dropping leaves in the autumn, 
blocked gullies, flooding, dog fouling, litter, noisy neighbours, contamination of water courses, various police 
matters, lack of services, planning matters, enforcement matters, badly placed signs, street signs both 
broken and stolen, and so on and so on. 
 
It is a rich and varied life, never ever boring, and sometimes very tiring.  It can however be very rewarding, 
especially when someone says thank you for what I have done for them, but this rarely happens. 
I shall continue in the same vein for the next year 
Thank you for your support 
 
 

7. District Councillor’s report 
 
I was privileged to be elected as your District Councillor last May and would like to thank all those who voted 
(for whatever party) as the turn-out was truly spectacular. I hope I’ve demonstrated that I serve all in the 
district irrespective of anyone’s political preferences. 
 
I currently represent the ward of Hunsdon on the following committees: Licencing & Licencing Sub 
Committee, Corporate Business Scrutiny & Joint Scrutiny, Development Management Committee (reserve), 
Full Council and serve on the District Plan Policy Group. 
 
Licencing & Sub-Licencing: I have been involved in hearing and agreeing/not agreeing various licencing 
cases in regards to Taxis and Bars/Restaurants. All pretty exciting stuff and much formal training was 
involved. 
 
Corporate Business Scrutiny & Joint Scrutiny: This involves our committees looking at and scrutinising the 
business of the council in regards to the accounting of various departments, reviewing budgets, seeking 
detail from officers and voting on whether any of this business should be ‘called in’ for our Executive to look 
at in a more formal manner.  
 
Development Management Committee:  This was a late calling due the resignation of a serving member. 
The Executive chose to appoint three reserve DMC members and rotate them on a meeting by meeting 
basis, or as otherwise required. I’ve spoken on three occasions during the year and represented Hunsdon on 
two committees.  
 
District Plan Policy Group: This group is set up to scrutinise the development of the wording/phrasing of the 
emerging District Plan although it has no powers of influence as to the areas affected/proposed within the 
actual plan. 
 
The District Plan: This is due to go to public consultation in the second half of this year. The area at Gilson & 
Eastwick continues to form part of the emerging plan as does an area just to the North of Ware. The 
transport models are almost complete and will be fed into the emerging plan before public consultation. 
After the plan has gone through its public consultation and any adjustments allowed for, it will then be put 
to the Planning Inspectorate and hopefully be ‘found sound’ ready for adoption. Although I have my own 
reservations on major developments within the green belt I do intend to engage with any possible future 
provider to try and secure the best I can for our villages and residents. 
 
In general I feed through the district information to the Parish Councils as and when I receive it from EHDC 
plus I’ve been able to help in releasing some old S106 monies and assisted where I can with a range of local 
concerns ranging from dog fouling to an out of hours’ bin collection. By far the most rewarding part of my 
role is helping any individual or groups with their grant applications and being able to endorse each of these 
as they come through. 
I’ve attended as many meetings as I can on behalf of the ward and look forward to an exciting, interesting 
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and challenging year ahead. 
 
 

8. Open Forum 
 
No attendees. 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.15 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………….…….. Date……………………… 
 



 

6 

WARESIDE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

General Purpose Meeting. 
Thursday 17th March 2016, 8.15pm 

 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
Councillor S Richards and District Councillor R Brunton. 
 
 

2. Approval of minutes of parish annual council meeting held on 11th February 2016 
 
Approved, signed by Councillor M Ryan. 
 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 

a. War Memorial LB to chase up quotation. 
b. Street Lighting  Light not functioning at Coanwood Cottages, SB to provide exact house number at 

Coanwood Cottages re position of light. 
c. Litter Picking “Clean for Queen” went ahead, PG proposed and RN seconded proposal to purchase 

Litter Picker sticks for future litter picking sessions, agreed unanimously. 
 
 

4. Phone Booth/Notice Board 
 
Wareside Parish Council now own; MR/SB to clean and prepare for painting. 
 
 

5. Neighbourhood Plan 
 
LB to arrange a committee meeting.  MR asked if meeting thought that the Village hierarchy was 
appropriate.  Consensus was that the village should have the option to develop the village by increasing it by 
circa 5%.  LB to provide current number of houses and villagers.   
 
 

6. Little Oak Heath (Allotments/Playing Field) 
 
GS proposed that Wareside Parish Council adopt the project to provide a playground and sports field on the 
land adjacent to allotments, SB seconded; motion passed 3 to 1. 
 
GS has arranged a meeting to be held on 21st March 2016 inviting parishioners to give their views on what 
facilities they would like to have in the playground. 
 
GS to progress change of use for playground/sports field with Kevin Steptoe. 
 
MR has contacted 4 companies to quote on playground set up. 
 
 

7. Finance 
 

a. Spending for approval:  No invoices/payments outstanding. 
 

b. Bank Statement: Current Account £8,989.01, Reserve Account £5,517.74.  Petty Cash: £9.30. 
 

c. Grant Requests: Request received from Holy Trinity Church; it was noted that the request was 
significantly larger than previous years, GS proposed and RN seconded that we pay them same as last 
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year, motion dismissed (2 for/3 against).  SB proposed and PG seconded that we pay full amount 
requested, motion passed (3 for /2 Against).  Subject discussed and it was concluded that the amount 
requested was a substantial portion of the Parish Precept and an increase such as this cannot be 
sustained in future. 

 
 

8. Planning 
 
See attachment for details of planning applications. 
 
 

9. Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
 

10. AOB 
 
None. 
 

Next meeting Thursday 19th May 2016 at 8:00pm in the Village Hall. 
 
 
 

Meeting closed at 10.05 pm 
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………….…….. Date……………………… 
 


